
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                                    JUNE 28, 2015 
  
ORDINARY  TIME – 5th  SUNDAY  AFTER  PENTECOST 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 

Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 265 

Opening Prayers 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 
Gracious God, I never think of my identity; I just am it.  I take 
who and what I am at face value, considering it to be a 
constant, even an ontological given.  Operationally, I approach 
my life from the perspective: “I am who I am,” and do not think 
about who I am.  My living this way is an illustration of me 
being “asleep,” or perhaps more accurately being “dead,” only 
I do not know I am asleep or dead because my being this way is 
just me being who I am.  There have been times when I made 
efforts to alter my identity.  These turned out to be efforts in 
rearranging the identity I already had.  They were ways I stayed 
asleep by keeping busy.  “Waking up” has to do with 
awakening to the truth that I am asleep.  It has to do with 
recognizing sleep when I am in it, and then noticing what 
comes to my awareness and reflecting on it.  Waking up is not 
something I can make happen for myself; it is something you 
do for me. 

  
Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 
Assurance of Pardon 

 
 
 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Mark 5:21-43 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 179 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Lord’s Supper 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
         
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY     10:00  Worship 
        11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
        11:20  Conversation 
        12:00  Lunch Bunch 
 

Lectionary Readings for July 5, 2015 
2 Samuel 5:1-5, 9-10; Psalm 48; 

2 Corinthians 12:2-10; Mark 6:1-13. 
F.Y.I. 
 The Church School Teachers are taking a break for the summer.  
There will be no church school during July and August. 
 In the coffee room are copies of an article: “Imaging God: Jesus 
and God.”  It is chapter four of The God We Never Knew, by 
Marcus Borg.  The article is offered as part of an ongoing 
conversation around the question: Was Jesus God?  There are 
also copies of the book for sale for $14.50.  Checks should be 
made out to Faith Presbyterian Church.  Mark the Memo: Book. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Jenny Goldgur. 
 
Faith Presbyterian Church, 190 Arlen Dr., Rohnert Park CA 94928 
Church Office: 707-795-6620 
Our web site is <www.faithpresbyterianrp.org> 
Elders:  Marolyn Bode, Jim Plein, Karen Kessel. 
Deacons: Richard Egan, Mary Jane Beccaria, Wanjiru Muthamia. 
Clerk of Session: Marolyn Bode.                              [H] 585-8350 
Pastor: Jim Robie                  [C] 291-8489 

 

We are a community that gathers in an attitude of 
reverence directed toward God. 

 
Reverence is a feeling of deep respect and devotion, of 
profound awe, of admiration and esteem and honor, 

of gratitude. 
 

This feeling arises from the experience of knowing that 
it is not possible to be separate from the welcoming and 
embracing presence of God, who is with us in anything 

and everything that life brings us, always accepting how 
we feel and what we think, always working to help us 
inhabit what is true for us, always helping us fashion 

the most fully human response possible for us as 
concerns what our life contains. 

 
If you are able to enter this worship experience in a 
reverential manner, you are encouraged to immerse 

yourself in the experience. 
 

If you are not able to do so, you are encouraged to 
consider that being truthful to your experience is a way 
of showing reverence to God who invites you to explore 
the value of the way you feel in your life and about your 

life.  You are also invited to ponder with us our 
conceptions about God, looking for more adequate 
ways to understand God and how God personally 

companions and supports us in all things. 
 

Welcome!

http://www.faithpresbyterianrp.org/


Ordinary Time – 5th Sunday after Pentecost 
(Mark 5:21-43) 

 If we internalize this text we will discover that the two events 
narrated in it happen to each of us. The two events describe 
different aspects of the same developmental issue: forming and 
maintaining a viable identity in the face of two competing forces. 
On the one hand we all have the pressure to comply with what we 
learned we “should” be, and on the other hand we all have the 
need to be the person we know, or feel and/or need ourselves to 
be. Most of us succeed at working out a compromise between this 
pressure and this need, occasionally with some difficulty. However, 
sometimes the conflict between these two can be unbearable, 
draining and debilitating. 
 The girl represents this issue in its beginning. It happens to us 
when we are children and occurs in the transition out of childhood 
when it becomes necessary for us to make decisions as to what 
kind of life we are going to have. I believe the choice of age twelve 
for this girl is not arbitrary in that this transition becomes real for 
all of us at about that age. This conflict can be so severe as to shut 
a person’s life down. All of us went through this transition, 
although mostly we don’t remember it, and mostly we navigated 
the transition in such a way that we were able to fashion a life that 
worked well enough for us at least to get by and sometimes even 
to thrive. The girl represents someone who did not make it through 
the transition. She is described as being “at the point of death.” The 
Greek is: “…at the extremity of life.” I think this means she has 
stalled in the transition and has been overcome by it—she has gone 
to sleep and is dead to her own life. It is not uncommon to meet 
people [young and old] who never made it through this transition. 
They go through each day, yet are asleep. In truth, they are dead 
to their own life. 
 The woman represents this struggle in its ongoing form. The text 
says she is suffering from a disease. The word translated as “suffer” 
is the Greek word meaning “to experience sensations and 
impressions [usually painful].” The word translated as “disease” is 
a Greek word meaning “a whip,” and figuratively “a disease.” I 
suggest the woman is no longer able to maintain the compromise 

she worked out earlier between who she “should” be and who she 
now needs to be. According to the text she has been beset by this 
inability for some time. Because she can no longer be who she has 
been, she is being internally evaluated and criticized for that being 
the case; she is being beaten [whipped] internally, and the pain of 
that is causing her life to drain away. This is an issue that appears 
for most people in mid-life, that of our identity needing to change 
as our life subjectively and objectively changes. Decisions reached 
earlier in life about how we are to live may need to be modified so 
that we can remain connected to what is authentic for us and what 
our life in the present asks of us. Living in this turmoil over time, 
especially if we are unable to resolve it, drains the life out of us. 
Metaphorically speaking: we hemorrhage continuously. 
 The point of this text is that Christ engages us wherever we are 
in this developmental issue. Twelve years is about the age when 
self-awareness and self-reflection begin to form. These capacities 
allow us to engage identity formation. I believe the way Christ 
“takes us by the hand” is by causing self-awareness and self-
reflection to commence, and in this way he “wakes us up” [he tells 
the girl to “get up;” the Greek says “to waken”]. Christ wakes us up 
from the sleep in which we live before there is any self-awareness. 
As we become aware we begin to exercise self-reflection on our life. 
It then becomes possible to make decisions about our life, and 
making such decisions is what forms our identity. The more 
decisions we make, the stronger our identity becomes. Soon 
[“soon” being another translation of the word translated as 
“immediately”] we become strong enough to walk around in and 
participate in our life. We may “wake up” immediately, but like any 
awakening it takes some time before we are “up to speed.” 
 For each of us there will be areas in which we have not been able 
to transition out of childhood. We remain asleep in these areas and 
are in reality dead to our own life in these areas. Christ engages us 
where we are. He takes us by the hand and wakes us up to the 
reality that we are “asleep,” “dead” to our own life in that we 
cannot make decisions in the areas where we are asleep. This is not 
an easy reality to have disclosed to us, let alone for us to embrace. 
Such an insight is framed with the greatest compassion and 



sympathy for the pain generated by waking up from sleep. This 
awareness that we are asleep sets in motion much reflection, 
which slowly moves us toward thinking about our life, and 
eventually making decisions about how to live in the areas where 
we have been incapacitated. 
 Most of us are like the woman in that we have lived a while, and 
already have some self-awareness and some self-reflection. The 
awareness has dawned that we are being repetitively evaluated 
and criticized for no longer being able to be who we “should” be or 
have been earlier in our life. As we reflect on this, we are awakened 
to the reality that our life is draining away. In a situation like this 
Christ offers what Christ always offers: acceptance of us as the 
person we are, acceptance of us as someone who is struggling with 
changes that are being made to our identity. We are not making 
the changes; the changes come from within us and press on us to 
respond. There is a great deal of power in the insight that we are 
acceptable as a person who wrestles with this and has not resolved 
it. When it is OK to wrestle with identity issues it becomes 
legitimate to rethink decisions made earlier. In the text the woman 
touches [Greek: attach] Christ’s garment. We need just to “touch” 
the acceptance Christ offers, to attach to it in the smallest way, and 
we will find that “immediately” [Greek: “directly”] our life draining 
away begins to end. Our “faith” [Greek: persuasion, conviction, 
reliance] in our being acceptable as someone rethinking identity 
issues makes us “well” [Greek: to save, deliver or protect]. That is, 
it saves us and protects us from being so at the mercy of the 
internal beating [evaluation/criticism] that reexamining our 
identity brings. Christ says to the woman “Go in peace….” The 
Greek has the meaning: “to go off by herself and become one with 
[join with] the insights that have come to her,” so that she may “be 
healed” [Greek: healthy, i.e. well in body] from her disease 
[whippings].” 
 The outcome of our participation with Christ’s involvement in 
our identity issues is that we are “overcome with amazement.” This 
phrase refers to “a displacement of the mind.” I suggest this means 
two things: 1) that for a period of time we become confused and 
disconcerted by the permission given us by Christ to examine our 

identity; 2) that having this permission results in insights coming to 
us which help us reevaluate our identity. The consequence of the 
insights is that the mind we inherited in childhood, the identity that 
was assembled in childhood, gets displaced by one that is more 
adequate to our life in the present. 

This is not something that happens once. It is more like an 
ongoing process that repeats and repeats, first in one area of our 
life and then another, all throughout our life, as our life changes. 
This is known as the “religious journey.” 

 [Jim Robie, 6-25-15, Cycle B, Mark 5:21-43] 

 

 


